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MARRY INGAND GIVING IN MARRIAGE

Someonesaid, (and of coursewould not admit it) that thereason it iscalled heaven isbecause
Jesussaid in Matthew 22:30 - “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor aregivenin
marriage, but are asthe angelsof God in heaven.” Part of the description of theway things
. werein the daysof Noah are also described in Matthew 24:38-39 - “ For asin the daysthat
Lerov Deomon  were beforetheflood they were eating and drinking, marrying and givingin marriage, until the
day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until theflood came, and took them all away; so shall alsothe
coming of the Son of manbe”. Thelatter part of thisverseindicatesthat the practice of marryingand givingin
marriagewill continuetill theLord comesagain. I, for one, think thisisagood thing and agree with the statement
God madeinthe beginning when he said itisnot good for man to beaone. Asthe story goes, God made woman
fromthearib mantobean*help-meet”, (onesuitableor counter part). That isthe Biblical account, but thereisa
“preacher story” that goeslikethis: God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and while he slept, hetook
a rib from the side of a man and made woman and brought her unto man. He said,
“What do you think, Adam?” Adam replied, “Well |1 was hoping for a better shaped and beautiful
blond.” To which God replied, “ That would have cost you an arm and an leg.” My assessment of
preacher storiesisthis: “They may not alwaysbetrue, but they could be’!!!! Janeand | are gpproaching our 53rd
anniversary (April 5), and her companionship hasbeen good. Shehastruly been agood*help-meet”...

Inthisissueof the Connection, | am publishing asmany recent marriagesas| can find asthe Dedmon Family is
doingtheir part to continuethe great tradition of marriage. | havetried tofind picturesand informationfor the past
several monthsand will go back at least two years. | redlize, that | will probably receive morenoticesassoon as
thisnewdetter ispublished. However, never fear, therewill beother issuesand | will publishal | find. Asof this
moment, | have knowledge of thefollowing: (1) My grandson, Jonathan Dedmon married Michele Grogan.
Jonathan’s parents are Diane and Gary Dedmon (my son). (2) Jessica L ockavitch and Adam Miller, the son of
John and Susan Dedmon Miller (3) Chad Hankins and Jennifer Dedmon, the daughter of Guy Dedmon and
Jeannene Bowman Dedmon, (4) Joey Dawson and Jill Dedmon, the daughter of Wayne Dedmon and Robin
Renee Baker, (5) Ryan Dedmon, the son of Kenny and Darlene Dedmon. (6) Kenneth Dedmon and Renee
Crump. (I have been unable to find more information on thiscouple. 1f any of you know who they are
and can get me more information, please do so.)

Whilel will belimited to usethe materials sent me, if you have more send them on. Infact if you receivethe
preview of thisand can send moreinformation, | will work it in somehow. Which bringsmetothisplea, “1 need
your helpto providearticlesand information for the DEDMON CONNECTION. | certainly canfill it with my
ownfamily information, but | prefer toinclude someof your’saso. | need articlesfor the* Down Memory Lane”
andthe" Brick Wall” columns. Also, send me obitsand other announcements such as births, weddings, anniver-
sariesand birthdays. Whilel nolonger publish all the birthdays, | will includethose of general interest such as
specia “milestones’ (First birthdays, retirement, older ages, etc....). Makethisatruefamily newdetter. -Leroy
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Send me your old stories or articles relating to the
Dedmon Famlly Comeon folks"I Dig mtothat old

S

THEBLUFH!!!
Nestled in the southwest corner of CatoosaCounty is
Houston Valley. Itispronounced House' tonandthat is
how we know if you arefrom around here. If you call
it by that Texas city name, then we know you are a
dranger. | annot surewherethe”Valey” (asusnatives
cal it), gotit'sname. My grandmother told meit was
because Sam Houston camped here on his way to
Texas. Don'task!! | know how hisnameispronounced!!!

For many yearsthevalley was separated fromtherest
of CatoosaCounty by “TheBIuff”. Theschool busfrom
Ringgold would not crossit, thereby requiring the
studentsfrom thevalley to attend school at the nearby
Wests decommunity inWhitfield County. Also, for that
reason we have dectricity from Dalton and telephones
fromTunne Hill. | havevivid memoriesof thebluff from
childhood. Onethat standsout in my mindiswhenmy
cousin, Tommy Gilbert got hisfirst car and whenwe
would go to town, aunt Ednawould makeall of usget
out of thecar and walk acrossthe bluff and then Tommy
would driveacrossand wewould get back into the car.

If perchance one met another car there wasno way to
pass, so onewould haveto back down. Thedecision
asto who backed up was based on who was closest to
thebottom. Of coursethat didn’t happen very oftenas
therewerenot many peoplelivinginthevaley andeven
fewer cars. If theoncoming car wasnot coming to visit
oneof thefamilies, hewasmost likely lost anyway.

| don’t remember exactly , ,
whenthey movedtheroadto &
the bottom of the bluff, but [
| do remember thefirst time
| doveit. My parentsmoved
back tothevalley inthemid
‘60sand wewerecomingto
visit and was anticipating the bluff, but it never came.
Atfirst I thought | had made awrong turn and ended
up somewhereelse. You never knew youwereinthe
bluff area. It wassad inaway astheold landmark
was goneforever. | made some picturesthe other
day intheareaanditisamostimpossibletotell where
theroad used to be. If youlook real close, you can
seethe old guard rail that was added at some point
intimewhich provided asense of securit
\ Y y.
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My daughter wrote a letter for the scrapbook my
sister, Ruth, put together in honor of mother on her
90th birthday, Hereisaportion of the letter:.. “|
sometimes think about her and the life sheisliving
and the life she has already lived. My childhood is
filled with so many memoriesof her that | could not
possibly write them all down in one page. | don't
know what year they moved to the valley, but my
first recollection of grandmother’s house was that
one room where they had moved everything they
had in that onetiny spaceand | can remember think-
ing to myself, “ are they going to live here?” Why
would anyonewant to liveway out hereinthemiddle
of nowhere? Knowing that just to get here you had
to crossover that dreaded spot ontheroad... THE
BLUFF!!!IT 1 just knew that if | didn’'t hold my
breath and scoot all the way over to the other side
of the car that we would surely fall off.”

My mother told me that the “older folks’ called the
bluff, THE NARROWS (pronounced naw’ rose). That
precedesmy time. | wasthinking the other day of how
things change and although my children remember the
bluff, my grandchlldren
don’t. That givesussome- |
thing totalk about whenwe
embellish “ the good ole
days’. Itisdifficulttoredly
describe THEBLUFFin
words that give it the
proper respect it deserves.
Today when you drive
through that half mile
stretch of road you are
impressed with the beauty
of nature. When | hear folk talk about going to
Gatlinburg to seetheleaves, | just nod my head and
think, “I will just stay homeand sit onmy porch”.

-l

Althoughwemoved fromthevalley when| wasaround
two or threeyearsold, | spent most of my summers
with my Gilbert cousinsand/or grandmother until | was
fourteen or fifteen yearsold. Tomeit wasan adventure
back intimeto bewithout dectricity and“runningwater” .t
| remember the eveningsof gathering around the battery
radio and listening to the Grand Ole Opery abovethe
static. My aunt Ednawrote apoem several yearsago
expressing the sentiment of theinhabitantsof Houston
Valley. Whilel don’t remember all thewords, | do
remember themessageand thefind line, “theVdley is
forgottenuntil tax seasonrollsaround”. | received my
annual tax bill the other day and as| droveover holes
intheroad leaving the Valley, the poem cameto mi nd.J
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I have discovered at least flve major Deadman branches that
we have not been able to connect. If you have information on
_any of the Deadman family branches, please submit.)

SENECA DEDMON

Almost from day one of our research project of the
Dedmon family SenecaDedmon hasbeenamystery to
meand other Dedmon r%archers | havewritten nu-

: merous articles about
him and corresponded
with many of hisfamily.
He shows up in the
Georgia census very
early in the history of
our family research. In
fact, | believe heisthe
first of the Dedmon
= 3 bs family to appear inthe
Seneca Deomon aND MaRY PooL stateof Georgia. | have
had asuspicionfor sometimehemay havebeenrdatedto
Rachael Rebecca Deadman, who married Clemith
Cavender and lived in the same county as Seneca.
Severa monthsago | received thefollowinginteresting
email from one of his descendentsthat offersanew
twist asto who Senecca’ sfather may have been.

From: LedieAlarcon[mailto:ledie710@comcast.net]
Subject: SenecaDedmon

Hi Leroy, My nameisLedlieAlarconand | contacted
you afew yearsago about my GGG grandfather, Sen-
ecaDedmon. Hopeyou and your family aredoing well.
Someone on Ancestry.com listed Seneca' s parentsas
Mary Freeland and Poose Dedmon. Pooseisthename
of oneof the children of Edmond Dedmon and Eliza-
beth Corbin. | checked Family Search and Rootsweb
and Poosewasbornaround 1776. No childrenarelisted
and noinfo seemsto beavailablefor him. | remember
you saying you thought therewasaconnection between
Senecaand Poose' ssister, Rachel RebeccaDedmon
whowasasoinHal Co., Georgia. It suremakessense
becausethey werein the same county and Poose seems
to bean elusve Dedmon. | did find Senecalsnamenext
to Mary Freeland’s name on acensus of Habersham
Co. Georgia. Just wondered if anyonee sehasany news
about Seneca. Best wishes, Ledlie

\

| sent the following reply back: N
Ledlie, Itisgood hearing fromyou and bringing my
attention to thisinformation. As you know Seneca’s
parents have eluded the researchersfor along time.
Thiswould bea gigantic break through ifitisright.
Do you Know wherethelisting isthat showed Poose
as hisfather. My records show Poose as a daughter
of Edmond, which of course could be wrong as we
have no other info. As you say, it makes sense.

Lesliethen sent thisreply:

Leroy, | had assumed that Poose was afemalewhen
looking at Edmond Dedmon’schildren. But then| found
thisinfo about Poose on Tindrell Wesley Family Tree
onAncestry.com. | am hoping to hear back fromthem
- hoping they have some sort of proof. | was just
wondering if anyone elsehad seenthisconnection. I'll
let you know if | find anything. | am till tryingtofind
out why Isaac Dennett Manley |eft hisestateto Seneca
and hissister Evolinea ongwithtwo Hal children.
Regards, Ledie

I then sent the following reply:

Leslie, My gut feeling saysit is probably right.
A couple of things are a little puzzling but not
insurmountable. Themainthingisall records| have
ever seen spell his name DEDMON AND Edmon,
hisfather and other siblings spelled it DEADMAN.
However, there are other such instances... Mark
DEDMON is the first recorded spelling as such.
Mark was the nephew of Edmond and therefore the
first cousin of Poose.. As we have no information
on Poose, it is even conceivable that he and his
family changed the spelling. | have an idea about
Mark’s changing hisname, but just a hunch. Mark’s
father, Thomas and family were Tories, the best |
can tell, but Mark was a Revolutionary war vet...
so it could have been that there was some “ bad
blood” there between families. As | said, just a
hunch. Asyou said, | have alwaysthought there was
some connection with Seneca and Rachel (Rebecca)
Deadman, who would have been Seneca’saunt if it
is true Poose is his father. Another thing, but yet
easly solvedisthat heretofore, Poose hasbeen listed
asadaughter of Edmond, but not sure of the source
of this. Aswe both probably know Poose would have
been a nickname anyway and is neutral in gender,
probably coming fromasa babe (papoose) but again
that isonly my opinion on the matter. | amplanning
to list all this under the Brick Wall column in the
upcoming issue of the DEDMON CONNECTION.
If you have further info,, please let me know.

OK all researchers... get busy and help usout here.

W,
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Jonathan Dedmon and Michele Grogan “Tiethe Knot”

It wasmy honor to*“tietheknot” for Jonathan and MicheleonAugust
v 28, 2010 at the Main Street Church of Christ in Springfield, TN.
Although the coupleare membersat the Hillcrest Church of Chrigt,
alsoin Springfield, they chosethe Main Street building for their
wedding. Main Streetisthe” church of hisyouth” and not only where
| preached for almost fourteen years, his other grandfather, Don
Toothman, served as an elder and preached in the absence of the
local preacher for many years. Jonathan’sfather and mother, Gary
and Diane Toothman Dedmon, grew up at the Main Street church.
They dsoweremarried at Main Street by myself and her father.

Micheleisthe daughter of Michael and Gwen Grogan. Sheisthe
paternal granddaughter of BarbaraYoder and Don and Patsy Yoder.
Her maternal grandparents are Edna Grogan and the late Charlie
Ray Grogan. | remember hefather and hisbrother asyoung boys
attending theMain Street church.

Jonathan isthe maternal grandson of Faye Toothman and the late
Don Toothman. His paternal grandparents are Leroy and Jane
Glasscock Dedmon. It'shard for meto believe my youngest grand-
sonisnow married. | guessitisjust another sign of growing old.

| have heard the phrase “tie the knot” all my life and knew it was an expression in reference to
marriage. Like other things| have heard “from my youth up”, | never gave much though asto the
origin, or why we called it that. Afew yearsago, a Filipino family came to the church building where
| was preaching and asked if they could use the building for a wedding and would | perform the
ceremony. Realizing thelanguage barrier | wasfacing, with great reluctance | agreed. They promised
a director who could speak English, which they did. On the night of the rehearsal, we were going
through the motions of the anticipated ceremony for the next day. Near the end of the ceremony thedirector
approached me and asked, “Whereistherope’? | in an apparent puzzded look, replied, “ Therope?’ She
said, “ Yes, we are supposed to have the couple kneel and the Best Man and Maid of Honor isto wrap a
rope around them and you will then “tie the knot”. 1t makes me want to add that to all ceremonies...

Ryan Andrew Dedmon marriesKari Lynne Grimsley

Kari Lynne Grimsley became the bride of Ryan Andrew Dedmonin a
ceremony on Saturday, May 29, at Saultopaul Chapel in Chickamauga, Ga.
TheRev. David Massey performed the ceremony. The brideisthe daughter
of John Grimsley and Margaret Grimsley and the granddaughter of Ruby
Grimdey, Shereceived abachelor’ sdegreein exceptional education, magna
cum laude, from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. Sheisa
member of Soddy United Methodist Church, andisateacher with Hamilton
County Schools. Parentsof the bridegroom are Kenny and Darlene Dedmon
of Ringgold, Ga. The bridegroom isthe grandson of thelate Allen Young,
Deoresand Martin Vickersof Chickamaugaand Marvin Dedmon. Heisa
graduate of Ringgold High School and employed asalandscape designer.
Thebridewasgivenin marriage by her daughter, Kerrigan Raper. Jennefer
Simsand K errigan Raper werethe bride s attendants. Mr. Dedmon served
hisson asbest man. Stephen Howard, Wed ey Sparksand Matthew Dedmon
weregroomsmen. A reception washeld at Way of the Cross Baptist Church.
After awedding trip to Gatlinburg, Tenn., the coupleresidesin Chattanooga.

(Ryan isthe grandson of my first cousin, Marvin Dedmon) J
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fAdam Ramsey Miller and Jessca L ockavitch Miller united in marriage... )

Adam Ramsey Miller and Jessica L ockavitch became*one
flesh” inabeautiful ceremony on June 4, 2011 at the Forrest
Hill United Methodist Church in Concord, NC. Jessicais
the daughter of Joe and AngelaL ockavitch. Sheisa2010
graduate Meredith Collegewith adegreein art withaStudio
Artsmagor and an ArtsManagement minor. Adam istheson of
John and Susan Miller. Following graduation from Concord
High School in 2003, he served four yearsin the Marines
achievingtherank of Sergeant. After being honorably discharged,
AdammovedtotheMississppi Delta, where heattended Delta
State University for two yearsbeforetransferringto UNCCin
Charlotte, NC. Adam and Jessica both work for her father
at Failure Free Reading. Adam hasasmall screen printing
company that he started earlier thisyear. They are currently
renovating a1930 erahousein downtown historic Concord.

Jennifer Dedmon weds Chad Hankinsin beautlful Colorado

Jennifer Jeannene Dedmon, daughter of Arthur Guy Dedmon
of Tennessee and Jeannene Dedmon of Texaswaswed to .
Chad Michael Hankins son of Janella Sandoval of Colorado,
onthe 17th day of September 2011. The3 0’ clock outdoor * -
ceremony was held at thelovely property of Paul and Deein
Peyton, Colorado. A receptionfollowed theinspiring ceremony
conducted by Rev. Bobby Wilson, grandfather of the groom.
Jennifer’sgrandparent arethelate Dr. Roy Lane and Pearl
Dedmon formally of Camden, Tn. and Chad’sgrandparents
arethe Rev. Bobby Wilson and AlvinaWilson from Colorado.
Many family and friends attended this special celebration.
The newlywedswill residein San Antonio, Texaswhere she
worksat Jake's Place and Chad works at Dick’sLast Resort
both onthe San Antonio River Walk.

Jillian Dedmon and Joey Dawson wed in private beach ceremony...

With the background of the beach and ocean Jillian Dedmon and
Joey Dawson became husband and wifein abeautiful private
wedding on November 14th at Orange Beach, AL. The couple
will resdein Chattanooga, TN, where sheisaprofessional trainer
| and heisaprofessiona tennisplayer.

., (It has only been in recent years that | have become
acquainted with Jillian’s side of the family. It is almost
unbelievable that both families grew up in Chattanooga
and we never knew each other. | met her uncle Tim first,
then her sister, Sarah, who introduced me to their other
sister Carmen and father Wayne. We connect at my
great-great grandfather, William Dedmon.) J
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(DEATH NOTICES )
WILLIAM “REX” MARSHALL

E William“Rex” Marshall, age 80, of
; 1426 Old Caroleen Road, Forest
{ " City, NC, died Friday, January 29,
® 7 2010 at Rutherford Hospitd . William

_ was born on January 25, 1930 in

& Rutherford County tothelate George
Edwin Marshall and Lucy Horton Marshal. Hewasa
long-timemember of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church and
enjoyed gardening, woodworking and raising Purple
Martins. In addition to hisparents, hewaspreceded in
death by one son, William Preston Marshall; three
brothers, Albert Marshall, D.P. Marshall and Tom
Marshall and by onesister, SdlmaHolland. Survivors
include hiswifeof 61 years, Margaret Marshall; one
daughter, Ann Marshall of Forest City; oneson, Roger
Marshall and hiswife, Linda, of Casar, NC; twosisters
Bonnie Tessnear and Evelyn Lowery both of
Alexander Mills; one daughter in-law, Lynn Marshall
of South Boston, VA; five grandchildren, Kelly
Marshall and hiswife, Micah, of Ellenboro, Chris
Marshall of Forest City, Brittnay Marshall, Brandon
Marshall and Amy Marshall all of South Boston, VA
and three great grandchildren, Hannah Marshall,
Maggie Marshall and Will Marshall.

William’'s wife, Margaret is Margaret Elizabeth
Hamerick, the granddaughter of Margaret
Elizabeth (Betty) Deadman, the daughter of
William Henry and Sarah Canton Deadman.

SAMUEL A. HUSKEY

Retired fromMusgrove Mills
COWPENS — Samuel Albert Huskey, 82, of 214 S.
Green River Rd., died Monday, Sept. 3, 2001, at his
home. A native of Cherokee County, he wasthe hus-
band of Levone Dedmon Huskey of thehomeand son
of the late Walter and Rosa Cudd Huskey. Hewasa
member of High Point Baptist Church and wasretired
fromMusgroveMills.
Inadditionto hiswife, heissurvived by ason, Raymond
Huskey of the White Plains Community of Gaffney; a
daughter, Margaret Hall of Gaffney; four grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.
Graveside serviceswill beheld Thursday at 11 a.m. at
High Point Baptist Church Cemetery conducted by the
Rev.Allen Gdloway. Thefamily will receivefriends30
minutes prior to the service at the cemetery and other
timeswill beat thehome.
k Arrangements by White Columns-Gaffney.

WILLIAM GORDON BLACK\

RINGGOLD, GA
William Gordon Black, 93,
departed thislife Saturday,
Oct, 16, 2010, at Pleasant
Valley Assisted Living
Homein Daton.

HewasborninRinggoldto |*
the late Claude and Ollie &
Black, andwasprecededin |
degthby hiswife, MaudieBdl § .
Black; brothers, Lewisand
Millard Black; and nephews,
Hutson and Roger Black.

Mr. Black wasamember of Ebenezer Baptist Church
and aveteran of World Wer I1, fightingin the Battle of
the Bulge. Hewas also acharter member and former
commander of American Legion Post #40 and hel ped
start the Ringgold VFW Post in 1969. Hewasalife-
long member of the Masons.

Gordonwasvery activein hiscommunity by servingon
the CatoosaCounty Sheriff’sAuxiliary and the Catoosa
County Historical Society. Mr. Black started theflag
and crossdisplaysfor the Veterans of Catoosa County
that linethe streetsof the city of Ringgold.

Survivors include his sons, Gordon Larry (Cindy)
Black, of Ringgold, and Kenneth Wayne Black, of
Cedar Bluff, Ala; granddaughter, Ashley Black, of Smyrma,
Ga.; nephews, Eugene Black, of Tunnd Hill, Charles
Black, of Ddton; two grest-nephews; and onegreet-niece.

Funeral serviceswill beheld 2 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 19,
2010, inthefuneral homechapel. Interment will follow
Ebenezer Baptist Church Cemetery. Thefamily will
receivefriends after 4 p.m. today, and prior to the
service on Tuesday.
Arrangementsare by Ringgold Chapel
of Wilson Funera Homes, Ringgold, Ga.

Gordon Black will certainly be missed by all who
knew him. He was as dedicated as anyone | have
known to family research. His book that was
published a few years ago on the Black family,
which included, the Templetons, Dickson and
Dedmons was very valuable to our research. His
ggrandmother was Vina Emiline Dedmon, the
daughter of William D. Dedmon (my ggrandfather).
When hiswife passed away a few yearsago | was
honored to be one of the preachersat her funeral.
| cherish thetime | was able to spend with him. J
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@ Marvin “Bud” Edwin Scott
Marvin*“Bud” Edwin Scott of Ringgold
died Thursday, Nov. 10, 2011. He was
76. Hewasalifelong resident of thenorth
Georgiaarea, heattended Simpson United
Methodist Church. He was a former
employee of Sweetwater Carpet where
heworked for 8 yearsand Queen/Shaw
Industriesfor 20 years. Heisprecededin
death by hisparents, Marvin Napolean
and Agnes Corey Scott.

Survivorsincludehislovingwife, Wilma
Dickson Scott of Ringgold; four children,
Daniel Edwin Scott (Gail) of West End,
N.C., Gary Miched Scott (Tina) of Augtel,
Gregory Wayne Scott (Chridie) of Ringgold,
and David Eugen Scott (Krigtin) of Soddy
Dasy, Tenn; sep-daughter, PaulaAnnette
WEellsof Red Bank, Tenn.; threesisters,
Jackie Nelson of Chattanooga, Tenn.,
SammieHampton of Chattanooga, Tenn.,
and Pat Moore of Kingston, Tenn.;
brother, Wayne Scott (Yvonne) of
Chickamauga; 14 grandchildren, 12 great
grandchildren; severd niecesand nephews.

Funeral services: Saturday, Nov. 12 at
2:00 p.m. in the funeral home chapel.
Burial: Anderson Memorial Gardens.
Visitation: Friday, Nov. 11 from 3:00to
9:00 p.m. and Saturday from 12:00 noon
until funeral time at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made
to Simpson United Methodist Church,
601 McFarland Ave., Rossville, Ga, or
to the American Heart Association/
American StrokeAssociation, South East
Affiliate, PO. Box 409410, Living Legacy
Partnership, Atlanta, Ga. 30384-9410.
An online guestbook is available at:
www.wilsonfunerahome.com.

Arrangementsby: Wilson Funeral Home,
Wallis-Stewart Chapel, Ringgold.

Bud wasmarried tomy cousin, Wilma
Dickson. Her father, Alex, was my
mother’s first cousin. Growing up,
we referred to him as Uncle Alex as
thefamilywasclosetoours. Of course
years and deaths have separated us.
The Dicksons are also related to the
kDedmon side of the family.

2\

Eleanor Waner Dedmon

Eleanor Waner Dedmon passed away at her homein DalasonApril
28, 2001. Shewasbornin McCloud, Okla, on March 16, 1919. She
grew up inAda, Okla, here shewasvaledictorian at Horace Mann
High School. She attended East Central State College (Now East
Centrd University) inAda, actively participatingin speech and debate.

Shereceived her bachel ors of sciencein speech and Spanish from
East Centra inthe spring of 1939 andimmediately beganflying as
one of thefirst hostesses hired by Braniff Airways. At Braniff she
flew theroute from Chicago to Brownsville and was chosen by the
airlinefor agoodwill promotional tour to major cities served by
Braniff. Her airline career ended after two years, when shemarried
C.B.”Burt” Dedmon at Oak Lawn Methodist Churchin Dallason
June 28, 1941. Shethen turned her talentsand energy to becoming
amother and homemaker.

Eleanor wasactiveinthe PTA for many yearsat SudieL. Williams
Elementary, ThomasJ. Rusk Jr. High and Thomas Jefferson High
School. Shereceivethe Texas PTA LifeMembershipAwardin 1961.
Her many interestsincluded her bridge group and gardening and she
wasaformer member of theMary Gilliam Garden Club of Dallas.

Eleanor and Burt founded Oak Valley Ranch near Athensin 1973
and enjoyed their time breeding and showing cutting horsesin the
National Cutting Horse Association, American Quarter Horse
Association and the American Paint Horse Association. She
mai ntained her membershipintheNCHA,AQHA, and APHA and
continuesto belisted asoneof thetop breedersof cutting horsesinthe
U.S Afathful member of LoversLand United methodist Churchsince
1954, shewas part of the Mary Group and the pastor’s Bible studly.

In her later years, she concentrated on hel ping othersand, with her
husband, refurbished the library at Obadiah Knight Elementary
School. Sheand C.B Dedmon established two 4-year scholarships,
awarded in Spanish and English, at East Central University. She
served on the board of trusteed at ECU Foundation and was
named adistinguished alumnain 1995. After hisdeath in 1995,
shededicated the C.B. Dedmon Memorid Library at Trinity River
MissioninDallas.

Sheissurvived by her daughter, Dally D. Lowry and husband Pete;
son, CharlesB. Dedmon and wife Lynne, both of Dallas; grandsons,
Tracy Peter Clinton of LosAngeles, Christopher Matthew Clinton
of Dallas; and CharlesB. Dedmon Jr., of San Francisco; brother,
Ralph G Waner Jr., and wife Joanne of Kansas City, Mo., and their
childrenand grandchildren.

Thefamily expresseditssincerethanksto RhondaBerryhill andVNA
Hospiceof Dallasfor their loving care. A memoria servicewill be
held at LoversLand United Methodist Churchat 11 am. Wednesday.
Inlieu of flowers, donationsmay be madeto the Eleanor W. Dedmon
Library a& LoversLand UMS, 9200 Inwood Road, Ddlas, TX 75220'J
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d RITA IRENE GORDY GILBERT
Ritalrene Gordy Gilbert, 64, died on Thurs., October
29, 2009, at her homewith her family beside her. Rita
was born to the late Roy T. and Jo
Gordy. Shewasalifelong resident of
the Ringgold areaand amember of
Ringgold First Baptist Church.

Sheissurvived by her husband of
42 years, Robert "Bob" Gilbert, of
Ringgold; two sons and daughters-in-law, Scott and
ChristinaGilbert, of Ringgold, and Todd and Susan
Gilbert, of Ringgold; four grandchildren, Cadeand
Callie Gilbert and Marcus and Mackenzie Knight;
brother, Roy S. Gordy, of Ringgold, and severa nieces
and nephews.

Funeral serviceswill beheld at 1 p.m. on Saturday,
October 31, 2009 in the funeral home chapel with
the Rev. Dan Whitaker and Dr. Kerry Bunn officiating.
Interment will follow at Anderson Memorid Gardens.
Thefamily will receive friends on Friday, October
30, 2009 from 5-9 p.m., and Saturday from 8 a.m.
until funera timeat thefuneral home.

Inlieuof flowers, donationsmay bemadein Ritalsname
to AL SAssociation GeorgiaChapter 1955 Cliff Valey
Way, Suite 16, Atlanta, GA. 30329.

Arrangements are by Wilson Funeral Home
Wallis-Stewart Chapel, Ringgold.

Rita was married to my first cousin, Robert Gilbert,
who is the son of the late Mahlon and Edna
Dickson Gilbert. His mother was my mom'’s sigte.
Growing up, | spent most of my summers at the
Gilbert’'shouse, which isactually wherel am now
living. Robert wasthe youngest of the three Gilbert
boys, J.E. (Jay), Tommy and Robert. They had
two sisters Frances and Evelyn. Jay passed away
a few years ago. Frances and Evelyn both live
hereon the* old homeplace’. The Gilbert cousins
arerelated to the Dedmons as they are descendents
of Hannah Dedmon and David McArthur Dickson.

Gordon Williams (next column) was the father-
in-law of Tom Black. | am not sureif heisthe
one related or not, but the Black and Dedmon
family have many relationship ties. Our family
lines cross with the Templetons, Dicksons,
kCapeharts, Broomes and of course Dedmon.

N

GORDONLEVIWILLIAMS
Gordon Levi Williams, 83, of
the Woodstation Community
inRinggold, Georgia, aloving
hushand, father and grandfether,
died peacefully on September
17, 2011 with his wife and
family by hisside.

Gordon was a member of
Woodstation United M ethodist
Church. Hewasthe owner of
WilliamsWaterproofing and Congtructionfor 43 years,
having abusinessin Dearborn, Mi., for 20 yearsand
thenin Ringgoldtill hisretirement in 1997. He also
owned WilliamsAntiqueslocated in Ringgold.

Hewaspreceded in death by hisfirst wifeof 49 years,
Dorcus“Dot” HolcombeWilliams, daughter, Carolyn
Williams, parents, Russdll and Louise TrundleWilliams;
Sster, Sarah Cox and brother, TrundleWilliams.

Heissurvived by hisloving wifewho heaffectionately
caled”Punkin”, LindaCobb Williams; four children,
Tony Williamsof South Haven, Ms., Anne Free (Paul)
Deacatur, Ga., RebeccaBrindle of Fort Oglethorpe,
and M andi Black (Tom) Eatoton, Ga.; stepchildren,
RhondaFarnum (Steve) Seattle, WA., Ryan Freeman
(Cindy) of Richmond, VA., and Sheena Mullinax
(Damon) of Leland, N.C.; threesisters, Trudi Carrol
of Rock Spring, Ga., LeolaColbert of Ringgold, and
Jeanette Wilbanks (L on) of Ringgold; two brothers,
Ron Williams (Violet) of Rock Spring, and Gene
Williams (Ruth) of Alabama; five grandchildren,
Jessie Williams (Robyn) of Connecticut, Payten
Holcombe (Melissa) of Ringgold, Bonnie Bartles
(Chris) of Athens, Ga., lan Brindle of Fort
Oglethorpe, and Ingrid Brindle of Fort Oglethorpe;
two great-grandchildren, Alex Williams and Egan
Grant; three step grandchildren, Henry, Thomasand
Sarah Freeman of Richmond, VA.; two specid nephews,
Randy Williams and Roger Williams both of Rock
Spring, Ga., several other niecesand nephews.

Memorial servicesto Honor Gordon will be held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, September 24, at Woodstation
United Methodist Church with Reverend Tamlyn
Callinsofficiating.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Alzheimer’ sAssociation 922 East Morris Stregt Daton,
Ga., 30721 or to Woodstation United Methodist
Church, 13198 AlabamaHighway, Ringgold, Ga 30736.

Arrangementsareby Wilson Funera Home,
Wallis-Stewart Chapdl, Ringgold, Ga. J
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