Dedman; Dedmfa--n---," , |
Deadman, Deadmon, Dedmondt

GO FLY AKITE!!! h

| can remember as a boy looking forward to March and kite flying weather.
Kites, like most of our games and entertainment were homemade at our house.
We were pretty good at it. Therewasalot of pridein making your own. The
Sunday “funnies’ were good materia for akiteand added color toit. Thebiggest
problem was finding the right kind of sticks. Even then, we had some
long hedgesin the back yard that produced nicelong straight sticks. = v
For thetailsthe best thingwasstockings. Now that might beaningredient | 4 _
difficult to find today. However, | suspect panty hosewould do just fine. !
The onething we could not manufacture at home wasthe string. We were never
o Ssatisfied with amere 50’ or 100°. We had to have 500" or even 1000’ and
L EroYy DEDMON sometimeswe would tiethoserollstogether for even morelength.

| don’t remember what we used, but | remember having areel towind thekiteinon. It wasalargewhee like
object with ahandlethat allowed usto turn and wind in our prized possession. | haveleft them out all night,
but the success rate on that endeavour was not too good. Probably the night moisture weighed heavily on
the newspaper vessel causing ittosink. Youwon't believethetroublewewould goto in order that we might
retrievetheprojectile. After all, youwouldn’t want someoneto find it and steal the secret of construction.

Inthosedays, living in the country and not so many power lines, we had more open space than most folks
today. Don’'t get mewrong, there were many trees and just one wrong gust of wind could put the * plane’
into anose dive and hanging in the nearest oak tree. With my expertise, | often wished the Wright brothers
had never invented the airplane. Thelarge box kite | constructed could have developed into atwo place
Cessna. | never gained the courageto try to duplicate Ben Franklin’skey and lightning project. Kitescanbebuilt
inmany different shapesand sizes, but thetriangle shape hasstood thetest of timeandisstill the best design.

Lifeseemed to be smpler inthose days. | drovethrough my old neighborhood the other day. 1t has changed
much through theyears. The vacant field where we played neighborhood baseball hasahouseright in the
middleof it. Most of thefolks| knew are no longer there. However, my next door neighbors, the Sizemores
still there. Doug and Gail have both built houses and stayed there. It brought back alot of memoriesasl
drovethrough the area. We often spent the day playing marbles or trading comic books.

Wea so droveby Jane'sold house. It isabout two milesfrom mineand between
therearethe home places of my two sister-in-laws, Diane (Tommy’swife) and
Connie(Bill’swife). | guessthe Dedmon boysthought wiveshad to comefrom
Mission RidgeRoad. | have often walked the distance from my houseto Jane's
house and on occas on ran the distance. Jane’ shouse sitsway back off theroad
andontop of ahill. Thelotinfrontisstill vacant and holdsthe memory of oneof
THE GLASSCOCK HOME my very first Gospel Meetings. Weborrowed atent from the congregationin
VANDIVER ROAD Scottsboro, AL and erected it onthelot for aweek of preaching.
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Memory Lane

Send me your stories about the
Dedmon and related families....

Ann Gilbert, one of Jane€'s best friends and my
“cousin-in-law” sent thefollowing article. | hope
you enjoy it asmuch as| did. It does bring back
memories. Thank you Ann....

DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN...?
‘ AII thegirlshad ugly gym unlforms’?

You got your windshield cleaned, oil checked, and gas
pumped, without asking, for free, every time?And you
didn’'t pay for air?And, you got trading stampsto boot?
e ’ o Male teachers wore neckties and
;- +% femadeteachershadtheir hair done

. every day andworehigh hedls?

: Green Stamps?
Nearly a/eryonésM omwasa home

when thekidsgot homefrom school ?

twasconsidered agrest privilege
to betaken out todinner at areal

.-:iu

When a 57-Chevy was evefyone S dream car...to

restaLrant with your parents? R mintteafor  Cruise, peet ot lay rubber or wetch submerineraces
Stff fromthestore = 5 &% tha TV towarm up? and peoplewent steady? g
camewithoutsafety — ag r

caps and hermetic seal sbecause
no one had yet tried to poison a
perfect stranger?

There are so many -
more which will be Theythreatenedtok%phds

‘Playl ng baseball W|th no adults to hel p k|dSW|th usedin afutureissue.. back agradeif they failed. ..
the rules of the game? thanksAnn. -Leroy andthey did?
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we have not been able to connect. |f you have information on
any of the Deadman family branches, please submit

>
| found the following post on the guest book
which in turn prompted the following exchange

of emails between me and Jayson.

From: Leroy [mailto:gldedmon@alltel .net]
To: Jayson Dedmon [jdedmon@pl di.net]
Subj ect: guestbook

Hey Jayson, | noticed your mark on the guestbook.
Have we corresponded before? How are we
connected... -- Leroy Dedmon

From: Jayson Dedmon
[mailto:jdedmon@pldi.net]
Subject: RE: guestbook

Hi, Leroy, no, we haven't corresponded in the past.
| am not sure how we are connected. | waslead to
the homepage after finding my name and photograph
inanarticleabout my weddinginoneof the newdetters.
S0, | spent sometimelooking over thesiteand just
decided to sign the guest book to seeif anyonewould
contact me. Thanksfor getting back tome.

[have dISCOVGI‘ed at Ieast five major Deadman branches that

My reply to Jayson:

Ok, so let's start with what we know and work
backward.... How far back do you know on the
Dedmon side? Where do you live? And is that
whereyour ancestorsarefrom... Thanks, Leroy

Jayson’sreply:

Sadly, | only know asfar back asmy grandfather, Harold
Dene Dedmon, and hisbrother, Emery Dedmon. Both
aredeceased. | liveinTuttle, OK. My Father grew
upinBlanchard, Ok, but fromwhat | know our family
tiesaretoasmall town called Biars, Oklahoma. It's
barely even atown at al these days. Of course, |
haveonly recently begunlookingintothis, sol may be
ableto comeup withabit moreinfo.

Just maybe this will be enough information to
“get the ball rolling”.. I am sure some of our
readers will be able to help us with this. Keep
@p the good work and stay in touch...

SHELBY - It's never too
early todart learningtheim-
portanceof going “ green.”
Shelby Presbyterian Church
' isalready educating their
littlest ones about the
importance of reusing and
recycdling.
Theclassof 4-year-oldsfrom Rainbow Connection
recently began collecting recyclableitemsfromtheir

lunch. Teacher TishaDedmon said her classroom has
been savingitemsfor months.

Thursday morning, the group sorted through plastics
and cardboards and deposited them in boxes accord-
ingtomaterid. Thechildren putitemsin separateboxes
for plastic, cardboard, cans, glass, paper and news-
papers. They saved cardboard from abox of waffles,
onethat held play dough, juice boxesfrom lunchand
collected used scrap paper. Dedmon said the children
are excited for lunchtime so they can check thetri-
angle on plastic itemsto see what number ison the
bottom. They learned that itemswithal and 2 canbe
recycledin Cleveland County. Not only didthey learn
about itemsthat can berecycled, but thingsthat can't.

Thegroup hasbeen collecting non-recyclablesfor sev-
eral monthsand now hasup to a100 yogurt, pudding
and other containersthat cannot berecycled in the
county. Dedmon said the classplansto write aletter
to the county to try starting anew recycling program
to encourage them to accept those items as well.

Dedmon said theideaof the childrenrecycling started
at thebeginning of the year when the church decided
to cut down on paper and plastic itemsto not only
save money, but to attempt to be more environmen-
tally friendly. That idea spread to the classroom.
"They loveit,” shesaid. “Every day they can’'t waitto
finishtheir lunch sothey canflip over their applesauce
or juice box to seeif it can berecycled.” Dedmon
said shehopesthe project will encouragethepublicto
bemore aware of recycling aswell asingtilling good
habitsin her children.” If we start early teaching about
recyclingitwill last alifetime,” shesad. J
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[ OUR NEWEST COUSIN ]
T y

hefollowing two pages ar e from Jennifer Moxle

Dear Leroy, Hi! My nameisJennifer moxley, but | am
thedaughter of David Dedmon and the granddaughter of
Drury Clay and ggranddaughter to Drury Richard. |
am so overwhelmed by your site! What awealth of
information you have! | havejust begun research on
our family and already found the picturesyou have of
William T. and Drury Richard (and their home), but am
dtill trying desperately tofigure out how many kidsdrury
and EllaCondry had. My info givesme 10, but acouple
of yearsago, my aunt sent mewhat she had on atree
anditsmissing Sarah...???| dsoamtryingtofind out if
my Uncle Donald (who died in Vietnam) had any kids
with EvaMurphy. From thetree my aunt gave me, it
lookslikethey had one son, Michael whowasbornin
1957, but | cannot find him, sincel don’t know what
statehewould vebeen bornin. | haveeverything from
my Uncle Donald from histimein Vietnam and think
his son (if he had one) should get them. | am also
interested infinding out more about the cemetery in
Taylor’'sRidge. If thereisanything you could share
or even issues you could direct meto, | would be
grateful. Sincerely,

Jennifer Dedmon Moxley [moxmania@msn.com]

My reply to Jennifer:

Hey Jennifer, | just returned home tonight and
waslooking at Drury and Ella’schildren. | have
eleven.. There is a list that shows twelve with
the last one being an un named baby. | do not
haveinformation in my treeon your uncle Donald
except bd.1932, so anything you have on him
would be appreciated. It seemsasif | did hear from
a Michael Dedmon once, but not sure about that.
| also only haveyour name and would loveto have
your family info, ie.. husband, children, etc. also
| have you listed with a brother and sister, but
no info on them. The cemetery at Taylor’sridge
isvery near my home, butisin bad need of clean
up. My brother and | plan to organize a group
to do that soon. | have a list of folks buried
there somewhere and will try to locateit. Your
grandfather was born herein Ringgold where |
now live. | will send you what | have beginning
with DR and Ella.. If you will be so kind as to
update theinfo, | will greatly appreciate it. We
had a contributor, Floyd Dedmon, who did a
lot of research, but he passed away a couple of
yearsago. Thereareothersand | will publish your
letter, with your permission, in the newsletter and
kmaybe someone will be able to help us. -Leroy

Leroy, Hello! I’'m back and | have lots of info toN
share. First, let me start with my immediate family.
My father is David Keith Dedmon, who was born
on Oct. 24,1938 in McAlister, Ok. and passed
April 7,1987 of cancer. Heisburied in Naperville
Cemetery inWill County, IL, along with my mother
Shirleyanne Diane (Edwards) Dedmon who wasborn
in Chicago on Nov.20, 1941, and passed April 26,
2003 in Bolingbrook, IL. (A week to the day before
| married). | havean older sister, Leah Jean (Dedmon)
Angelowhowasborn on June 28, 1962 and currently
livesin Rockdale, Il. Leah has4 children-Cara Quiett
born on Feb.1, 1981, Christopher Arthurs, born Nov.
7,1988, Brandon Brauchler, born March 16,1993
and Peter Brauchler, born April 21, 1995. My older
brother is Wade Clayton Dedmon, born September
16,1964 isnot married currently and hasno children.
Helivesin PuntaGorda, Fl. | wasborn Septemberl1,
1968 and currently livein St. Petersburg, Fl. | married
my husband, Jonathan Karl Moxley on May 3,
2003 in Chicago. We do not have any children.

S0, now onto my dad'ssiblings. Hehasan older sister
Virginiawashbornin 1932 and married Don Williams
andlives(or didlasttimel knew) in Joliet, I1. | havenot
eventakedto her inyears, sol don’t know much, but
they had two children, Debbieand Dennis. My uncle
Donald Clay Dedmon was born on August 30, 1934
and died inthebattle of Dong Xoal in Vietnam on June
10, 1965. My grandmother Thelma (Ward) Farine
received the Silver Star and Purple Heart on hisbehal f
for the gallantry during the battle. He wasthe heavy
weapons advisor for the Special Forces. It washis
second tour of duty, and left awidow (Eva), 2 sons
and adaughter. (???????) Heisburied in EImurst
Cemetery (somewherenear Chicago).

My uncle James Dedmon was bornin 1936 and
married Mary. They have 3 children. Robert, born
1n 1957, Missy (don't haveayear on her), and James
(whom | also don’t have ayear on). They all have
children, but I have noinfo onthem. (Jamesand Mary
livein Radcliff, Ky.)

OK-Onto Drury and Ella skids-1 had counted 10, but
the link you gave me yesterday said they had 13,
and counting “Baby Dedmon”, | am still missing 2.
Still researching birth years, but here goes- 1. Justin,
born 1895, died 1905 (Indian Territory), nokidsthat |
havefound 2. Tela, born 1899, died 1971 (Oklahoma)-
nokids? 3. Ernest (in family cemetery?) born 1899,
died 1963, married Mildred and had 6 children-Ruby,
Francis, Louise, Mildred, Ermnest, J., and Floyd. 4. Henry

(continued on the next page)J
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f(V) bornin 1901, died 1972 married Ethel and had no
kids?5. Erma-Born 1905, died in Oklahomain 1961.
She married Claude Reardon and had 5 children-
Marcia, Diana, Raymond, Michelle, and Kathy. 6. Mabd-
born 1909, died 1949 in Oklahoma. She married Carl
Kenny and they had 2 children. Robert and Richard. 7.
Clay Drury bornin 1911 and diedin Ddlas Texasin 1980.
Hemarried ThelmaWard (bornin 1912, died 1986 in
Joliet,Il) and they had 4 children (already listed
above). Thelmaand Drury (Clay) weredivorced and he
remarried Lucy, but never had any morechildren. (I'm
pretty sure) 8. Obid wasbornonDec.9, 1913 and died
April 20, 1966 in Oklahoma. It lookslikehemarried
Edithwhowasbornin 1915. 9. Sarah, born????, died
1905inIndian Territory 10. Ernest???1 have 2, could
it bethe sameone???? 11. Baby Dedmon???

So, thereitis, everything | know. | hope
you needed thisinfo, so | didn’t bore
you with it. | have also attached a
couple of picturesfrom
my wedding since my
brother, sister, and | are
not frequently together jennifer and
(and now you canmatch brother Wade
facesto somenames). | am anxious
todo moreresearch!!!  Sincerely,

Jennifer Lynn
and Jonathan
Karl Moxley

Jennifer
P.S. Theonewith the goateeismy husband.

| am glad you told us which was your husband,
but | believe most of us could have figured that
out. After all most of our readers are related to
the Dedmon family. <G> We are in the “cousin
line”. You haveto go back to Mark Dedmon (the
first recorded to spell the name as we do) to make
the connection. Mark had two sons William and
Thomas. You are descended through Thomasand
| am through William. Accordingto Family Tree
Maker, we are fourth cousin twice removed and
fifth cousin onceremoved (whatever that means)...

Clay Drury Dedmon""
1911-1980

Donald Clay Dedmon
k diedin Viet Nam 1965

Leroy, Hi again. Okay weshall try thisagai n-Thank\
you againfor al theinfo. Asfor theitems| forgot,
my parentswere married in Chicago at The Church
of the Crosson May 31, 1957. My momwasin her
homein Bolingbrook when she passed away (my dad
was actually in Northwestern Memorial Hospital in
Chicago when he passed on). All of usgrew upin
Bolingbrook, and my husband and | weremarried at
First Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Churchin
Chicago. My sister isnow married to Dan Angelo,
and her anniversary is 7/01/01. DanisLeah’s4th
husband. Mark DeHoyos was her first. That is
Cara'sdad. They were married about 1981. Craig
Arthurswas#2, heis Christopher’sdad. | want to
say they weremarried in 1985. Leanord Brauchler
was#3 and heis Peter and Brandon’sdad, although
hewas adopted. leonard and Leah weremarried in
1991, (about). She hasno children with her current
husband. | didn’t seeonlisting Don and Virginia's
(my aunt) children, but she has 2, Dennis and
Debbie. | will work on the born dates fort them,
along with spousesand children. | am attempting to
attach some photos | had of my uncle Donald as
well as some of my grandfather (Clay) asayoung
man. You will seeinthefamily photo (circa19417)
there are only 4 children-Maybe Robert Ward
passed as a baby???? | have looked repeatedly at
theinfo you have given meand maybel ammissing,
but what “branch” areyou on????? Jennifer

] Clay Dury Dedmon with hiswife, Thelmaand family
ThegirlisVirginiaand boys(l-r) Donald, David and Jimmy

Both photsareof Clay Drury Dedmon asayoungman. J
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Inthe Mail Bag

X
’t Dear Leroy, | awayshavegood
l‘_" intensionsbut do not awaysfollow
through!! After reading you open-
ingarticlewhich| redly enjoyed, | wasgoing through
therest of Vol 61 when | saw somevery familiar names:
Samuel H. Dedman and SarahAnnWhitworth! They
arepart of the FrancisDedman family. Franciswas
theyounger brother of my Great-great-great-great-
grandfather. Of coursethisisthe Dedman family
that goes back to York Co., VA in the 1600's and
Christopher Dedman who probably wasfrom Suffolk,
Co., England. Theninlookinga theBirminghamgroup
of Deadman’swho are having areunion the last
of August, | read thelist of brothers and sisters
and there at the end was Samuel H. Dedman
again. Same guy just different page!

| have done so much research on that brother’ sfamily
that | fed likel know themall sowell! For onething,
whileall therest of us seem to be spreading out and
having daughters, they weremostly stayinginAlabama
and having more sons (and some daughters). | think
Samuel H. Dedman wasthe only onethat left of that
generation and he only went asfar asDeshaCo., AR!

After | sent out lettersto all to whom | could get
an address, | received a packageinthemail. On
opening it, it wasfrom a Samuel Dedman who was
adescendant of Samuel H. Dedman. Hetold me
he was old and could not hear well or write well
and he decided he would make atape for me and
sent it tome. So, what adelightful surprise! Also,
somehow an older lady from this sameline got my
name and address and asked me to help her find
out about her family. Of course, at first, | did not
know it wasthe sameline. What ajoy to beableto
help her put the piecestogether! | do hopeyou can
gotoBirminghamand hel pthegroup celebrate. When
| wasin Birmingham afew yearsago, they asked me
over for dinner onenight and wejust had alovely time.
| will writeto JamesWalden and encourage himto
attendif possibleandfill himinonhislineage. Thanks
so much for the Dedmon Connection!

--Wanda Colvin [mailto:col vinw@sbcglobal .net]

Thanks Wanda, you are a tremendous help
in the quest for researching the Dedmon
family. | also have enjoyed the book | received
fromyou. | still believe that someday we will
connect the John Deadman and Christopher
Deadman line. | believeitisjust one“missing
klink” away from solving the mystery.

N

Wanda Colvin isone of the pioneer researchers.
Her work spans the entire scope of the family, but
she mainly dealswith the Christopher Deadman
line. Following isactually a combination of two
more letters from Wanda Colvin. --Leroy

Dear Leroy, Thanks for the kind words. Yes, you
may use my wordsin theletter to you. | know and
you know how important the Lord’ swork isand that
you aredoing and havedone. | consider that wemight
bedoing alittle of that in reaching out to people and
helping themfind their “roots’. 1t hasbeen so much
funthat | do not consideritwork at al. Weall need
each other and we need to help each other donglife's
path. God has been so good to me and taught me so
much eveninthehardtimesthat | canonly praisehim
for who heisandwhat heistome! Well, | am getting
out of my field! | better closebeforel getintoo deep.

Asaside note, | find that my background has
Baptist (several kind), Methodist, Church of
Christ, Assembly of God and probably some more.

| havenot hadtimetothoroughly “enjoy’ Y OURLAST
NEWSLETTER but | did discover page3and Pamela
[ pdca5@sbcglobal .net]. | believe sheispart of the
“Christopher Dedman family” asdid you. | will re-
spond to her letter as| have heard from anumber of
peoplein her direct line. Thank you againfor sucha
good jobandfor including meinthis* advanced” look!

We aretrying to open aHistorical Museum herein
Clevelandand | am*upto here” inthat effort. Weare
a small town 45 miles north of Houston, TX that
started out asa“railroad town” which opened up the
areatologging back inthe 1870's. | haveonly been
here since 1950 (from southern Arkansas) sol ana
newcomer asaremost of the peoplein our “ Historical
Society”. We came herefor the timber. Now the
subdivisionsare about to do thetimber in.
Sincerely, WandaWilliamsColvin

Bill Dedmon, March 1. My youngest brother.
Seth Smith, March 3. Seth is the grandson of
Ruth Dedmon Smith (my sister)
Jeff Dedmon, March 4. Ex- Atlanta Brave.
Will Dedmon, March 9 Son of Tim Dedmon.
Masie Webb, Mar. 15. My gg granddaughter.J

PAGE 6, VOLUME 67



fFrom the Mail

&
From: Lynn Dedmon
[mailto:ldedmonl@bell south.net]
Subject: Dedmon

Hdlo,

| have some names and addresses that will be of
interest to Dedmon researchers. Delbert Dedmon
Great FallsMontana, Frank Dedmon East Sullivan
Maine, Leonard Dedmon Blumington Springs Tn,
Sadie Dedmon Franklin Baxter Tn. Willie Dedmon
Lebanon, Tn. Riley Robert Dedmon Canton Ohio,
Betty L Ruley Canton Ohio, LenaErwin Canton Ohio,
Jack M Dedmon Canton Ohio, Richard M Dedmon
Canton Ohio, Leon Dedmon Fernando Beach Hordia,
Daniel Dedmon East Canton Ohio, Birdie Branson
Hightland Cal, Beulah Brown Canton Ohio, Elsie
Burch Canton Ohio. Thesefolkswere named asheirs
inthe estate of Callie Glover of Lebanon, Tn dated
July 16,1981. My father Charles Dedmon was the
administrator of theestate. All thesefolkswill trace
back to Charley and Rhoda Dedmon who are buried
inthe Forrest HillsCemetery in Canton, Ohio. Thisis
my Greatgrandparents. Please sharethisall thefolks
youthink will beinterested.

--William Lynn Dedmon

05

From: DJ Dedman [mailto:jdedmanl@gmail.com]
Subject: newdetter

Leroy, Youarestill theNo.1 Editor in compiling the
Dedmon Newsdletter! Eachissuejust keeps getting
better. Thank you for sharing, | enjoy every issue.
God Bless, Jackie

| do not print every response | receive, but these
kind are on the top of my list. Flattery will get
you everywhere. Well, coming from Jackie, this
is a great compliment. For you “Johnny come
lately” readers, let meremind you who Jackieis:

She was the original publisher and editor
of afamily newsletter called THE DEDMAN
CONNECTION. It was several years ago
B.C. (Before Computers). It was mailed to
the recipients as email was not an option.
Her work has been a tremendous asset to me
in this endeavour. It fact it was her who
inspired and encouraged me to take on this
project. For that | have never fully decided

\

From: IWHenson [jwhenson@catt.com]
Subject: Our Newd etter

Asusud thenewdetter looksgreat tome! Gladto see
that you did ahighlight on the old Dedmon Cemetery
onMt. Nebo. Back when Hiwassee Land (Bowater)
owned the property they gave me akey to thelock
for the pipethat crossed theroad. However, | have
since lost the key and am sure the lock has been
changed severa timessincethen. Pleasecount mein
onatriptothecemetery whenyou go. Letsgo before
| get to feebleto makethewalk.

In referenceto your story onthe Ground Hog: The
story goes that one Ground Hog day Jake met his
buddy Abieand said, “Weair gwineto have six weeks
more winter weather!” “How do you allow that,”
asked Abie? “Well, | jist passed ole LukeWhitner’s
butcher shop and he has his'n sausage out in the
winder!” “What'sthat got to do with airy athing,
Jake.” “Wel sausageisground hog, ain'tit?’

That enough corn for one day! --JWH.

John Henson is my cousin on both the Dedmon
and Dickson side of the family (don’t ask!!!).
We don’t rewrite history, we just accept the
facts... and sometimes possibly fiction. It has
been a joy to have met John and exchanged
family information. Heisquiteahistorian and
writer. | appreciate his contribution to the
newsletter. | have included some of his “folk
lore” in thisissue on page 8. Thanks John

From: Jim Dedmon [mailto:jdedmonl@alltel.net]
Subject: Re: Dedmon Connection

Leroy, Thanks for keeping mein your loop, it
lookswonderful asalwaysand | plan on passing
thison to the family... TakeCare,

--Jim Dedmon

Jim is another of those invaluable researchers
without whom | could have never accomplished
what little | have been able to do in this project.
Infact, itwashisinformation that | received first
upon launching this effort. | set out to find as
many family members as possible. With the in-

whether to thank or “curse” her. ...... Well, formation mom gave me in the beginning and
OK, | have decided.... THANKS JACKIE... thetremendousamount of family names Jim sent,
k -Leroy | was well on my way to discover our roots... J
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d Theway it wastold to me...

by John Henson
TheAbandoned House

One lovely fall night as John Allen
Edgmon was returning home under a
bright harvest moon, hecaught aglimpse
of moonlight in thewindow of avacant
housethat stood inafield not far from
their home. Huse used the old structureto store hay
in, and fed the cattle from it, so they congregated
around that spot awaiting a handout.

John proceeded home and awoke his father, who
had goneto bed early after ahard day’swork on the
farm. “Pa’, John said, “| wasjust passing the old
housein the pasture and saw lightsin the window”.
Inashot Husewas on hisfeet, dressing, and reached
for hisfavoriterifle. “They will lay around there
smoking and burn the building down,” hereplied to
John, “Letsgo putanendtoit.”

Johntook hisdad to the spot wherethe moon reflected
itslightsfrom thelone window in the old board and
batten building. Thenmovingtoonesdehesad, “Look
Pa, they have put out thelight. They must have heard
uscoming!”

Huse called out in adeep, loud voice, “ Come out of
there, and right now, or | will start shooting!” Noone
cameout and aspromised Huse shot awarninginto the
air and again called for thetrespassersto come out at
once. There was no response, so Huse emptied the
rifle smagazineinto theold building.

Back at home and in bed, John entered Huse's bed
chamber and said, “Pa, | bet you shot some of the cows
upthereinthepasturel”, and then returned to hisbed.
Helater heard the old man get up, dress, and taking a
lantern head off acrossthe meadow to the old shack to
besurehisanimalswerearight.

The Pencil Concept

One day Uncle “Nabe” Edgmon and JWHenson
were sitting on the upper steps of Lynn Wood Hall
on Southern Missionary College campus. Nabewas
talkingwhendl a onceamandroveupinanoldrattle-
trap of acar. Pointingtothecar Nabesaid, “ That man
hasthe‘ Pencil Concept’ of hiscar!” Beingunfamiliar
with the concept | asked what that was. “Well,” said
UncleNabe, “ Asapencil wearsout it getsshorter and
shorted. Thismanlooksat hiscar and saysit'sashig
kasit ever was, soit can’'t beworn out!”

The Paling Fence D

A palingfenceisdescribedinthedictionary as, ‘along
narrow board, pointed at the top and used to build
fences. A fencebuilt of pales’

A drifter camethrough the community oneday looking
for work. Heasked Huse Edgemon for ajob and was
turned away. However, hewasnot amanto beturned
away eadly. Heinssted until at last inaggravation Huse
sad, “I will giveyouadoallar to go down thisroad about
two milesuntil you cometo ahousewithawhitepaling
fencearound thefront yard. | amgoingto replacethe
fenceand | want thisonetorn away. Tear it downand
stack the pales under the big maple treein the yard.
Now let mewarnyou. Thecouplewholivethereare
cranky and they do not know that | am going to replace
thefence. Sowhenyou start to removethefencethey
will comeout and try their best to makeyou stop. Pay
themnomind.”

The man proceeded down the country road and tore
away thefence. Theold couplecomplained grievoudly,
but tono avail. They told the man that they owned the
property and it did not bel ong to another, yet heworked
on never knowing that Huse had played a prank on
him, and had gotten even with aneighbor that hedid
not like.

= The Doub eTree

A doubletreeisawooden crossbar onawagon, carriage,
or plow that holdstwo singletreesto which ateam of
horses, mules, or oxen are hitched for drawing purposes.

One cold, snowy, winter’sday asthe Edgemon family
sat gathered about thefireplace, John Allen Edgmon,
Huse'sson said, “Pa, did you know thereisadouble
treeup onthehill behind the house?’

Husegot full instructionsasto wherethe doubletree
couldbefound, and alittlelater pulled onapair of heavy
brogan shoes, and went out into the bracing cold. He
searched the hillock high and low but could find no
doubletree.

Entering thewarmth of theliving room again he asked
Johnfor moreingtructions. Johnsaid, “Did you not see
the two oak trees growing from one stump up on the
hill. They must beforty feet tall!”

Poor Husewas continually pestered to near distraction
by hismiddleson, John. So much sothat he often made
Johnwork inan areadistant from himsalf and the other

farm hands. J
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