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roomandfireplace.

HO HO HO

What ajoyoustime one haswhenthe seasonfor F
givingrollsaround. Thejolly fellow picturedhere %
has been very busy. | spent two Saturdays at
Wal-Mart making pictures with the kids and
several daysat Gwen's Family Restaurant in
Buchanan, GA. (Gwenismy daughter).

Jane (my wife) and Ruth (my sister) did abit of
decorating to our dento makeit look alot like Christmas. Don’t worry
Santa, wewill put out thefirebefore Christmaseve. | wishthe picturehad
turned out alittlelighter asit ishard to capture the beauty of theold log

( .'P" :.

, by Ruth Smith

i "?"%x Silver bellsringing,

--’.@" Happy carolerssinging;

- Twinkling ChristmasL ights.
= &  Littleelvesin green tights,

&+ Jolly Santasin themalls.

W FEveryone'sdeckingthehalls.

Y Christmasmusic everywhere,
Shoppersrushing hereand there,

Children aregood, there'sareason,
Ohyes, it’sthe Christmas season!
Cookies baking, smells so nice,

=y Children playing quiet asmice.

“OChristmasTree’ thecarolerssang;
Cookiesfor Santaon aplate, ;
g% Children soexcited they can hardly wait...§
Christmasmorning hereat last,
-3 Children open presentsvery fast! ,
But thevery next day, you'resureto hear,
L Thechildren all cry, “Wecan't wait until next year!!!
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The poem to the left was written by my
sister, Ruth Smith. It washardto pick just
one from the many that she has written.
| guessthisonehasalittle something for
everyone. Shereally knowshow to capture
the" spirit of Chrigmas’ withwords. Shehas
written several poemsabout many different
subjects, from peopleto housesto places.
Her poemsabout the membersat the Gurley
Church of Christ havebeenagresat “hit” as
they were published intheweekly bulletin.
Among my favoritesaretheoneof thishouse
where we now live and of course the
“booklet” about her brother Leroy’s
deeping problem.

Ruth decided to movein
with us a couple of
monthsagoto hepcare
for mom. It sure does
helpto have her around.

| don’t think her kids
and grandkids were al
that thrilled about it, bL..
now it givesthem agreat RUTH SwiTH
tripto comeseetheir “Nanna’. They also
get abonusasthey canvisit UncleLeroy.
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Dedmon Family. Comeon folks!!! Digintothat old
shoe box in the closet and bring out the goodies!!!!!

FINALLY MY JOURNEY ISFINISHED
EddieHightower

Ever since my father, Edgar Voncile
Hightower, Senior, told methemiraculous
story of an accident which hewasinvolved
in with his best friend by the name of
Thurston Whetstone when they both
lived in the Binnicker’'s Community of
Bamberg County just East of Denmark, South
Carolina, | have never known the ages of the two
boys, nor the date of the fatal accident.

One, afew years ago, | shared the facts of the incident
which | knew with an oldfriend of mine, Victor Whetstone,
Junior, of Denmark. “Vic”, Jr. is the nephew of
Thurston’s. But we discovered that neither of us knew
the date or their exact ages. Just that they were young
boys at thetime. That little bit of knowledge was never
enough to satisfy my curiosity about that accident which
forever shaped to course of my life and all the members
of my immediatefamily. | realized that if | could find the
location of the burial site of Thurstone Whetstone then
| would have the answer to both of my questionswhich
would be engraved on his headstone. So | asked “Vic”,
Jr. where his Uncle Thurston has been laid to rest. Was
| really surprised to hear him say: “ Some where over
around St. Mathews.” As he pointed over to the East.
| just had troubl e believing that a person would not know
wheretheir uncle was buried who had experienced such
atragic accident in hisyouth.

Aboveispictured the Two M |IeSwamp Baptlst Church
which has a mailing address of Cope, S.C. It is only
several miles from Highway 70 after crossing it on
Slab Landing Road travelling North.
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Thefour h dstones in theforeground of the photo arein
the J. C. Whetstone burial plot. The headstone on the far
right isthat which reads: “ Father - J. C. Whetstone 1859 -
1927". The headstone on the far left, foreground, is that

reads: “ Thurston Whetstone 1907-1919, AT REST".

“ 1 Thereit was, after al of those
| yearsof searching. Therewere
. the answers to my questions.
. Thurston Whetstone'sheadstone
. informed methat in the year
44 of 1919, my father --Voncile
Hightower-- wasinvolved in
a cave-in when a sand
. embankment buried both of
the young boys. Thurstone’s older brother Victor
Whetstone, Sr., discovered their legs and feet sticking
out of their sandy graves. And “Vic, Sr.” could not find
any signs of life in either of them was he pulled their
lifeless bodies from the sand that had entrapped them.

The bodies of both of the boys were taken to their
respective homes where their families gathered to say
their eternal good-byes. Because, like the older brother,
the doctor who responded to the call for help pronounced
both of them “dead”. Plans were to have the funeral
director, George Washington Hightower, of Denmark to
deliver them to the funeral home for buria preparation.
At thetimethat Gertrude Sandifer Hightower was being
consoled by her gathered loving family inthefront of the
Hightower home, Voncile was in a miraculous manner
being revived. Hewas groggy after being out for so many
hours and believed dead by his saddened family. It is
said that when Voncile Hightower stumbled into themidst
of hisgrieving family than only hisgreatly relieved mother
remained in the house. So now | know that this most
important Hightower story of my father’slife, aswell as
mine happened when he was eleven years old. He was
born in 1908. He was pronounced “dead” the first time
in 1919. There was finaly great joy in the Hightower
home, but it was greatly tempered by the realization that
little Thurston Whetstone had not been revived. Hewould
be eternally twelve years old and forever “at rest”.
Voncile and Thurston were reunited in 1973 when
Voncile suffered his third heart attack. All of usin
Voncile'sfamily are grateful for the additional fifty-four
years which he was able to share with us. By Edgar V.
Hightower, Jr. Voncile's oldest of two sons.
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| THE BRICK WAL L

have discov five major Deadman branches that
e have not been ableto connect. If you have information or

ny of the Deadman family branches, please submit

Source: ROWANROOTS-L @rootsweb.com
Subject: Re: Dedmon | have aDeadmond in one of
the Hamby lines| have researched. Henry Hamby
(born ca1785) married Sarah Cross (born 1788)
on Nov. 29, 1810 in Wilkes Co, NC. Sarah isthe
daughter if Asel Cross and Temperance Deadmond
who were married 3-21-1782 in Rowan Co, NC.
Temperanceisthe daughter of Edmond and Elizabeth
Deadmond. Edmond’ swill can befound in Rowan
Co, NC dated 7-16-1808. My primary interest is
inproving Henry Hamby’ sfather. Can anyonehel p??
---Bob Hamby---

From: swe @belsouth.net

To:ROWANROOTS-L @rootsweb.com

Subject: Re: Dedmon <Whitewolf >I havefound avery
long list on the web of Dedmons and Deadman the
namewas changed fromtimetotime. TheDedmonin
my family wasmarried to aPickelsmer in Tenn. and
north Ga. At thistimel do not have my program
working but | do know it wason aPickelsimer web
list... may be DennisPickelsmer. If you cannot find it
e-mail me, andi will try tofind it for you. --Sandra

NOT ATRACE

| am still searching for moreinformation on
“Dedmon’s Trace”. This is a reference |
found in the Civil War Notes. |If anyone has
information let me know.  --Thanks, Leroy
Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23-27.
Rad on East Tennessee & GeorgiaRailroad November
24-27. Charleston November 26. Cleveland
November 27. Marchtorelief of Knoxville, Tenn.,
November 28-December 8. Charleston, Tenn.,
December 28 (Detachment). Expeditionto Murphy,
N. C., December 6-11. Expedition from
Scottsboro, Ala., toward Rome, Ga., January 25-
February 5, 1864. Ringgold, Ga., February 8.
Demonstration on Dalton, Ga., February 22-27.
Near Dalton February 23-24. Tunnel Hill, Buzzard's
Roost Gap and Rocky Faced Ridge February 24-25.
Scout to Dedmon’sTraceApril 10.

FAMILY
| raninto astranger as he passed by,
“Ohexcuse meplease” wasmy reply.

Hesaid, “ Please excuse metoo;
| wasn't watching for you.”

Wewerevery polite, thisstranger and |.
We went on our way and we said good-bye.

But at homeadifferent story istold,
How wetreat our loved ones, young and old.

L ater that day, cooking the evening medl,
My son stood beside mevery till.

When | turned, | nearly knocked him down.
“Moveout of theway,” | said withafrown.

Hewalked away, hislittle heart broken.
| didn’t realize how harshly I’ d spoken.

Whilel lay awakein bed,
God's4till small voicecameto meand said,

“Whiledealing withastranger, common courtesy you use,
but thefamily you love, you seemto abuse.

Go and look onthekitchenfloor,
You' Il find someflowersthere by thedoor.

Those aretheflowershe brought for you.
He picked them himsdlf: pink, yellow and blue.

Hestood very quietly not to spoil the surprise,
you never saw thetearsthat filled hislittleeyes.”

By thistime, | felt very small,
And now my tearsbegantofall.

| quietly went and knelt by hisbed;
“Wakeup, littleone, wake up,” | said.

“ Arethesetheflowersyou picked for me?’
Hesmiled, “| found ‘em, out by thetree.

| picked ‘ em becausethey’ re pretty likeyou.
| knew you' dlike* em, especially theblue.”

| said, “ Son, I’'mvery sorry for theway | acted today;
| shouldn’t haveyelled at you that way.”

Hesaid, “ Oh, Mom, that’'s okay.
| loveyou anyway.”

| said, “ Son, | loveyoutoo,
and | doliketheflowers, especialy theblue.”

FAMILY Areyou awarethat if we died tomorrow,
the company that we are working for could easily
replace usinamatter of days. But thefamily weleave
behind will fed thelossfor therest of their lives.
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ScouTMASTER, KEN PRICE (LEFT), PREPARES TO RACE AGAINST
DeRAY HELTON (RIGHT), ASSAMMY PRICE (CENTER), LOOKSON.

——

”

Local scouts had the
Pinewood Derby at the
Jones Memorial United
Methodist Church in
East Ridge. The Scout-
master isKen Price, my
nephew, Kenisthe son of
Claudeand Carolyn Price.
Carolynismy sister. In
another activity involving
my nephew and family is
Ken'swife, Becky. She
isshown hereplaying the
hand bellsfor an activity
at the East Ridge Middle
School when the school
chorus performed for the

>

FOUR OF THE sCOUTS (NOT IN A PARTICULAR ORDER AS | DON'T
KNOW ANY OF THEM BUT TAYLOR, ON THE FAR RIGHT) TAYLOR IS
THE SON OF KEN PRICE WHO ISTHE SON OF MY SISTER, CAROLYN.
THE OTHER THREE ARE MICHAEL , DEVAN AND M ATTHEW.
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~ Birthdaysfor the
- month of December

Happy Birthday to: Cindy,

Hana Briana and Curt.

Cindy Dedmon isthe wife of my
nephew, Brian. Hanaand Briana
aretheir children. December must
be a busy month for them Brlan
is the son of my E ]
brother, Bill. Hana
and Briana have a

CinDY DEbM(aN
sister, Morgan. They live next door

to us and in pretty weather they

years ago we placed a swing set
near our house for them to use.
iy Another attraction isthe cats that
e hang around our house. The last
w4 time | counted the number was
seven. However, the only “tame’
oneisour little white cat, Snow-

Ha ON
ball. Cindy’sbirthday isthe 13th. Brianaturned
ayear old on the 21st and Hana celebrated her

8th on the 27th.

Curtismy great grandson Hismother
is my grand daughter, Carrie, the
daughter of Gwen, who of courseis
our daughter. 1t'shardto believe Curt
is already three years old. His
birthday wason the23rd of December. 1
| do believe hiscomputer skillshave ~ Curt Wese
surpassed those of mine(if | haveany). Thisisoneof
his favorite positions at his
“nannas’. Hislovefor tractorsand
trucks is almost an obsession.
Once heisoutside the computer
isout of sight and out of mind
| andheisright g
% 4 at home on
\ the“tactor”.
I count the days until heisold EEs
enough to spend a week or so g
hereonthefarmandlearnto op-
erateareal tractor. Ohwell, the
yearswill passsoon enough.

(Genealogy Style)

7c'aecamal{mma,”

/%wl @ W cre iy W&@ Tree.

From: Jackie MaeBishop [IMBHDB @aol.com]

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006

Subject: TheTwelve Daysof Christmas
(Genealogy Style)

Thought you’ d appreciatethis- love, JackieMae

Thanks Jackie, for sharing with us the above bit

of Christmas. | am sure all the readers will
enjoy the genealogy twist given to the very
familiar song. We all wish you and your family
a great big Texas style Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. (Jackie is connected to our
Middle Tennessee branch of the family tree.)
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Dedmon EstablishesA Pre-Dental

I nter nship Program At USC Upstate

Spartanburg, S.C. — Dr. David Dedmon, a dentist
who hasbeen practicing in Spartanburg for the past 25
years, hasan unwavering support of higher education
and acommitment to help otherstheway he hasbeen
helped along the way. He established David B.
Dedmon Scholarship Endowment in 2003 at the
University of South CarolinaUpstate which benefits
full-time, junior level studentswho are enrolled
in apre-professional health science curriculum.
Additionally he serves as amentor to the Health
Professionals Club.

Dedmon isnow working with Dr. Jeannie Chapman,
an assistant professor of biology and faculty advisor
for the Health Professionals Club at USC Upstate, to
establish apre-dentd internship program, thefirst of its
kind in the state that will allow pre-dental majorsto
shadow local dentiststo gain afirst-hand perspective
of theprofession.

“1 would liketo help at least one person per year to
attend USC Upstate who would not have otherwise
been able to do so through scholarships or other
vehicles,” said Dedmon, who hasalready recruited
15dentd colleaguesto participateinthe program. “My
interest in supporting higher education isunwavering
and thisismy opportunity to reach back to help others
theway | have been hel ped dong theway.”

The pre-dental internship programwill allow students
interested in pursuing acareer in dentistry to shadow
an area dentist where they will observe all facets
of dentistry from patient interactions, to routine
and emergency procedures, to record keeping and
insurance billing.

“Theintent isto exposethe studentsto asmuch aspos-
sibleabout thefield of dentistry and to get asense of
what itisliketorunasmall business,” said Dedmon.
“In addition to observing in aclinical setting, the
studentswill experiencehow tointeract with patients,
how to manage astaff, how to createtreatments plans
and so muchmore.”

In addition, studentswill gain knowledge about what
isexpected of dental professionals, both from their
patientsand from the community at large. Academic
credit will also be earned by the students. The students
must be at |east ajunior to participatein the program.

“Thisissuch an advantage for our students because
this program will allow them to establish an early
contact with adental professional, who can later
provide aletter of reference for admission to dental
school and/or act as a mentor once the student
completes dental school,” said Chapman.

Omar Figueroa, apre-dental major at USC Upstate,
hasaready benefited from Dedmon’sgenerosity. For
the past year, Figueroa has spent five hours aweek
observingin Dedmon’sPine Street office.  Dr. Dedmon
hasredly been ahugehelptome,” said Figueroa, who
asoworksweekendsasacertified medical interpreter
at Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System. “He
has answered so many of my questions about the
application processfor dental school. I’ vealso had
the opportunity to talk with his patientsand his staff.
Communicationiskey indentistry becauseyou haveto
put many patientsat ease and cam their anxiety.”

Dedmon isvery complimentary of Figueroa, saying
“Oman understandsthe procedureswell after | have
explained themto him. Heisavery caringand giving
individual andwill bean asset to thedental community
and theoverall community inwhich hedecidestolive
andwork.”

Dr. Dedmon is a native of Spartanburg and has
practiced dentistry in Spartanburg for 25 years.
He is a graduate of Wofford College and the
Medical University of South Carolinain Charleston.
He serves on the Carolina Piedmont Foundation
Board. Dr. Dedmon has served as president of
the Medical University of South CarolinaDental
Alumni Association, whereheisan adjunct clinical
professor inthe MUSC School of Dental Medicine.
He has held district and state officesfor the Lions
Club and was al so instrumental in establishing the
Middle Tyger Presbyterian Church.

Great work David. You make me proud to have
you in the family. | wish it was not so far to
Spartanburg as | am in bad need of some dental
work. Of course, | can think of nothing | hate
worse that a trip to the dentist. However, | might
make an exception... --Leroy
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DEDMON IN THE NEWS

FAMILY = (F)ATHER (A)ND (M)OTHER (1) (L)OVE (Y)OU

Jayson Ellisand Heather Dedmon

There is not much to it, | am 24
years old. | have two beautiful
daughters, Makenzie is 5 and
Reghanjustturned4 onVaentine's
Day! | justinherited two morelittle
girls, Payson who is 3 and Madi-
sonwhowill be3inJune. My kids
& my husband aremy lifeand my
everything without them | don’t
know who | would betoday. I love
you, Jayson EllisDedmon. | know
itissoon but I have known Jayson
for amost 9 yearsand whowould
of thought me & Jayson Dedmon.
Heregoesfor thesaying good things
cometothosewhowait. | know that
| have been apart of the Dedmon
family since high school but now |

get to take the name and | am so
happy. | work for acriminal defense
attorney in downtown (Gary J.
James). | am alegal assistant and
have been herefor over 3years. |

livein Tuttle, OK we moved back
hereto bewith Jayson and closeto
our families. | never thought | would
be back but its still the same old
town but now thereisafamily dol-
lar and dollar general Yeah!! My
hobbiesarewatching Makenziedo
POM at All that Dance in Moore
andligeningto Reghantdl mehow
itis. Sheisthebaby and the boss of
thehouse!

Vanessa Jean Dedmon

Vanessa Jean Dedmon
was (born 28 April 1987 to Russel
and Waltraud Dedmon). Shewas
asemifinalist on Germany’sthird
season of Deutschland sucht den
Superstar (the German Version
of Pop Idol) being kicked out
by audience vote in the Top 3
Show. Vanessawas one of thefa-
voritesfromthejury.

Vanessahas 2 older siblings. Her
brother’snameisDelanzo and her
sster’'snameislLatascha. Vanessa
and Lataschalivewiththeir parents
in Germany while Delanzo is
stationed in Hawaii asamember
of the United StatesArmy.

In October 2006 her first single
Sonnenschein, aduet with German
Hip Hop band Rapsoul, entered the
Germansinglechartsat #17. --From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

| foundthispicturealongwith some
information of this family at
dedmonfamily.com/index.htm.
However | was unableto locate
the names of thetwo adults. The
child'snameisMegan. | amsure
there is someone out there who
will recognizethefamily andlet me
know who they are.

Thanks, Leroy

Another
Vanessa
Dedmon

ThisVanessaDedmonisaBuyer’s
Agent with New Homes Realty of
Georgiaand South Carolina. She
serves the home buyers of the
Beaufort, Bluffton, and Savannah
areas. | am sureif you arein the
market for ahomein any of those
areas, shewill beglad to helpyou.
Atthispoint | amunsureasto how
Vanessa“fits’ ontothetree.
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- 'LThisBpage is dedicated to the
. “branches’ of our tree that are
not Dedmons. | will gladly print any information
you send me as to your relatives. Thisincludes
in-laws, “outlaws” and other laws... (Leroy)

Thelma Shirley, 78, Ringgold
ThelmaD. “Tip” Shirley of Ringgold died Friday, Jan.
19, at alocal hospital. Shewas 78. She attended Spring
Creek Road Baptist Church and wasretired from Dixie
Yarnsafter 27 yearsof service. Her son, Quinton Dwight
Shirley, preceded her in death. Survivorsinclude her
husband, Quinton Shirley of Ringgold; daughter, Judy
Vaughn of Chattanooga, Tenn.; son, Dennis
Shirley of Soddy Daisy, Tenn.; sister, Joyce Sweat
of Birmingham, Ala; brothers, Ray Parker of Rising
Fawn, BessParker of Florida; seven grand-children,
10 great-grandchildren; severa niecesand nephews.
Services. Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 1 p.m. with Rev. Wayne
Winters officiating. Burial: National Cemetery.
Visitation: Sunday, Jan. 21, from 2-8 p.m., and
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Heritage Funeral
Homeand Crematory, Fort Oglethorpe. Condolences
may be sent at www.heritagefh.com. Memorialsmay
be made to Hospice of Chattanooga, 4355 Highway
58, Suite 101, Chattanooga, Tenn., 37416. Arrangements
by Heritage Funeral Home, Fort Oglethorpe.

(The Shirley family is my wife's heritage.
However, | have no idea how or if Thelma is
part of her family. | do know that one of her

Rev. Bette Oliver, 72, Fort Oglethor pe

Rev. Bette Louise Oliver of Fort Oglethorpedied
Thursday, Jan. 18, at alocal hospital. Shewas 72. She
wasaresident of North Georgiafor morethan 60 years.
Shewasamember of Chattanooga Valley Church of
God. Shewasan artist and caregiver, and exuded the
love of Godineverything shedid. “But asit iswrit-
ten, eyehath not seen, nor ear heard, neither haveen-
tered into the heart of man, thethingswhich God hath
prepared for themthat lovehim. 1 Corinthians2:9 and
Isaiah 61:10, “My soul rejoicesinmy God.” Shewas
preceded in death by her parents, Howard and Helen
Grieger Hunt; stepdaughter, Joyce Jackson; husband,
Rev. Burton Oliver. Survivorsinclude son, Richard
Oliver; stepson, Joseph Oliver; stepdaughter, Cathy
Jackson; sister, Sherry Bennett; grandchildren, Beth
Oliver, Joy Shadwick, Emily Robby, Richieand Amy;
nephew, Adam Bennett; great-grandchildren, Lacey,
Kayleigh, Jaxson, Brody, Ana, Malia, Zackery and
Caleb. Services: Saturday, Jan. 20, at 1 p.m. at the
funeral home chapel with Revs. Robert Jackson, Roy
Cope and Rev. Paul officiating. Burial: Lakewood
Memory Gardens, South. Visitation: Friday, Jan. 19,
from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m., and Saturday from 11 am. to
1 p.m. at Heritage Funeral Home and Crematory, Fort
Oglethorpe. Condolences may be made at
www.heritagefh.com. Arrangements by Heritage
Funeral Home, Fort Oglethorpe.

(There may not be a connection to the Oliver
family to ours, but some of my ancestors had
first names Oliver. Knowing that often a name
isgiven a child based on the maternal surname,
| decided to include this obit. __ Leroy)

linesended up in the Ringgold Area. --Leroy)
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May all gourn tholidagye le
haptpy oned and many thawks
for the sappont you give me cn
the family reseanch project.

ey (Clnistmas and a
Jane and Leroy
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